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February 6,2026

RFP # RFX202602OPS
TRI-STATE EVALUATION OF IRRIGATION SYSTEM EFFICIENCY



Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) request for bid on the above project in accordance to the enclosed scope of work and documentation needed for the RFP # RFX202602OPS. The package contains the following:

1. Instructions, Conditions and Notices to Bidders.
2. Intention to propose.
3. Scope of Work and Irrigation Energy Assessment RFP Response Template  
4. Tri-State – Contract Consulting Terms and Conditions and associated Consulting Contract Addendum (USDA TAG).

In order to preserve transparency in the process and to ensure that all respondents receive equal consideration, bidders must not contact any Tri-State employees or agents of the company in regard to this RFP. All communications are to be conducted through the Contract Administrator. Tri-State makes no commitment to respond to other communications received via telephone, FAX, text messaging or other media. If you have any questions, please contact the corresponding person:

Please forward all questions to Karen Calegan Solano at (303) 254-3362 or karen.calegansolano@tristategt.org . 


Sincerely,

Karen Calegan Solano

Karen Calegan Solano
Senior Contract Administrator
Main (303) 452-6111
Direct (303) 254-3362
Fax (303) 254-3046









Instructions, Conditions and Notices
To Bidders


RFP # RFX202602OPS
Tri-State Evaluation of Irrigation System Efficiency

INSTRUCTIONS, CONDITIONS AND NOTICES TO BIDDERS (“Instructions”)


TRI-STATE GENERATION AND TRANSMISSION ASSOCIATION, INC. (“Tri-State”) is a wholesale electric power generation and transmission cooperative operating on a not-for-profit basis. Tri-State was incorporated under the laws of the State of Colorado in 1952 as a cooperative corporation. Tri-State was formed by its utility members for the purpose of providing wholesale power and transmission services to its utility members for their resale of the power to their retail consumers. Tri-State, together with its utility members, provides power to more than a million electricity consumers across nearly 200,000 square-miles in Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico and Wyoming.

Tri-State’s mission is to provide its member systems a reliable, affordable, and responsible supply of electricity in accordance with cooperative principles. 

In order to preserve transparency in the process and to ensure that all respondents receive fair consideration, bidders must only communicate with Tri-State’s Contract Administrator or such other employees as authorized in these Instructions in regard to this RFP. Do not contact any other Tri-State employees or agents. Tri-State makes no commitment to respond to other communications received via telephone, FAX, text messaging or other media.

1. Site Inspection/Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference, not required:

A mandatory pre-bid conference is not required for this RFP.  

Please contact Karen Calegan Solano, Contract Administrator with all questions concerning the RFP process, scope of services and documents at karen.calegansolano@tristategt.org. 

2. Manner of Submitting Proposals:

Proposals which are not prepared and submitted in accordance with these Instructions are subject to rejection by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, in its sole discretion. Bidder shall submit its proposal to Tri-State as follows:

E-mail or Fax – One (1) copy of its proposal – along with the one of the following options – (1) only the pages required to be completed by bidder as stated in these instructions and the bid documents or (2) the entire bid documents including the pages required to be completed by bidder as stated in the bid documents.

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.
Attention:  Karen Calegan Solano
Phone: (303) 254-3362
Fax: (303) 254-3046
E-mail Address:  karen.calegansolano@tristategt.org 


Bidder shall furnish all information required by the bid documents.  Proposals and all supporting instruments must be submitted on the forms furnished by Tri-State and must be delivered as stated above.  

3. Withdrawal.  

Proposals may be withdrawn, altered, and resubmitted at any time before the date and time set for receiving the proposals. After the proposal due date and time, the proposal may not be withdrawn, altered, or resubmitted without Tri-State’s consent. 

4. Proposal Confidentiality.  

The bidders are cautioned against submitting a proposal in response to this solicitation that contains any restrictions which prohibit disclosure of those elements of the bid relating to quantity, price and delivery terms, or of sufficient information to evaluate the essential nature and type of products.  The restrictions of such information may cause the proposal to be rejected.  Tri-State does not accept any responsibility for safeguarding confidential or proprietary information that is submitted with a proposal. If confidential or proprietary information is submitted, in no event shall Tri-State, its officers, employees or agents be subject to liability of any kind in connection with the use, public disclosure, or other dissemination of such information.  High level project descriptions, bidder’s name and bid amounts may be used in materials that become publicly available including on Tri-State’s website. If there are any questions, please contact the Contract Administrator at the email noted in this solicitation.

5. Exceptions or Conflicts.  

Each bidder shall set forth in its proposal all exceptions or conflicts between the bid documents and bidder's proposal.  In case of conflicts not stated, the requirements of the bid documents shall govern.  All exceptions shall be specific in nature and referenced to the applicable page number and section, article, paragraph or subparagraph of the bid documents.  Conflict notations which make reference to bidder's descriptive information, terms and conditions, price escalation policies, warranties or guarantees, etc., as a whole are rejected.

6. Signatures.  

Each bidder shall sign its proposal with his or her usual manual or electronic signature and shall give its full business address.  Bidder's name stated on the proposal shall be the exact legal name of the entity.  The names and titles of all persons signing should also be typed or printed below the signature.

7. Verbal Statements.  

Verbal statements made by bidder at any time regarding quality, quantity or arrangement of the work will not be considered.

8. Proposal Acceptance Period

The bidder agrees, if this proposal is accepted by Tri-State within one hundred & twenty (120) calendar days from the proposal due date, to furnish any or all items/services upon which prices are offered and performed/delivered at the designated point(s) in the time(s) specified.

9. Specific Proposal Preparation Instructions

The proposal shall also include the following completed and signed, if appropriate, information.  

a. Provide bidder’s complete company name and address and the name, title and authority of the person signing the proposal to commit the organization to all of the provisions of the proposal.
b. A statement that the proposal will remain open for acceptance for a period of one hundred & twenty (120) calendar days after the proposal’s due date.
c. [bookmark: _Hlk81215030]Provide a letter stating bidder agrees with the contract terms (part of package) if not, redline the terms with per Section 5. If the awarded bidder has a Master Agreement in place with Tri-State, Tri-State may consider using such as the governing terms and conditions. This does not imply the Master Agreement will be accepted.  Review and approval to use an existing Master Agreement is required. 
d. A project plan describing how the project will be successfully executed as well as a project schedule, showing project start, milestones, and project completion.
e. A summary of anticipated project staffing and copies of representative resumes for other project personnel.
f. Examples of past similar project work with references.
g. Bidder shall provide with their proposal a list of the proposed subcontractors and the specifics of the work to be subcontracted. The list must be acceptable to Tri-State prior to subcontractors being allowed on project. The successful bidder shall assume all responsibility for the services performed by the subcontractor(s). [Note:  As part of the contract execution process, each subcontractor will be required to certify, in writing, that it will comply with all the contract terms, including without limitation, terms and conditions disclosed in the Tri-State – Contract Consulting Terms and Conditions and associated Consulting Contract Addendum, USDA TAG].
h. Bidder and each subcontractor must have received a Unique Entity ID (“UEI”) from the System for Award Management (“SAM.gov”).  [Note:  Tri-State reserves the right to require Bidder and each subcontractor to complete, and obtain confirmation of, full entity registration from SAM.gov, in addition to obtaining a UEI, in Tri-State’s sole discretion as part of its confirmation of compliance with Federal grant requirements].

10. Proposal Due Date and Schedule

Bidder’s proposal is due no later than 9:00 AM, MDT, Friday, February 27, 2026, and should be directed to the address or e-mail stated in item 2 (above) and to the attention of Karen Calegan Solano.  All proposals must be received via e-mail or fax no later than the time and date indicated. 

Proposals will not be publicly opened or read since the selection process will be determined based upon 
competitive procurement procedures for proposals as described in this RFP. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
	1. RFP Distribution
	Friday, 02/06/2026

	1. Pre-Bid Meeting 
	N/A

	1. Submission of Questions Deadline
	Monday, 02/23/2026 by 3:00 pm (MT)

	1. Proposal Due Date
	Friday, 02/27/2025 by 9:00 am (MT)

	1. Anticipated Contract Award
	By the week of March 23, 2026


***All dates are approximate, and Tri-State reserves the right to make any necessary changes.***

11. Intention to Propose

Bidder shall indicate its intention to submit a proposal by completing, signing and returning the attached Intention to Propose form (found below) before the due date.

Intention to Propose Due:  February 20, 2026

12. Clarification.  

Tri-State, subsequent to the receipt of proposals, may seek clarification from each bidder to resolve any questions related to its proposal.

13. Evaluation of Proposals 

Tri-State may conduct such investigations as Tri-State deems necessary to assist in the evaluation of any proposal. In determining the lowest evaluated proposal, Tri-State will consider, in addition to the prices quoted in the proposals, the following:

a. Information provided by bidder as required herein, including, but not limited to, past experience, resumes for anticipated project staffing, and proposed schedule.   
b. Completion of proposal as required herein (i.e. Deliverables, Approach/Plan). 
c. Bidder’s exception to Tri-State’s requirements, both in number and in scope, if any.
d. References, technical support, standardization, quality control, logical process, proximity/on-site and training and documentation.
e. Use of preferred subcontractors. 

These criteria and their weighting are subject to change at the discretion of Tri-State. Evaluation criteria include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Technical Expertise (30%): Contractor's experience and qualifications in assessing the stated range of commercial facilities.
2. Cost-Effectiveness (30%): Value proposition offered by the proposal in terms of anticipated benefits and outcomes relative to the proposed cost.
3. Compliance (10%): Alignment with regulatory standards and industry best practices for energy efficiency, assessments, and/or audits.
4. References (30%): Demonstrated success in conducting similar assessments and/or audits.

Tri-State reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to waive any part of these Instructions, in its sole discretion. Tri-State reserves the right to consider alternatives outside of this RFP.

Tri-State’s acceptance of a proposal will be in the form a written contract signed by a duly authorized representative of Tri-State, and no other act of Tri-State shall constitute the acceptance of a proposal. The acceptance of a proposal shall bind the successful bidder to execute the contract included in the bid documents. 










Intention to Propose


INTENTION TO PROPOSE


SOLICITATION NUMBER:   RFP #: RFP # RFX202602OPS
                          Tri-State Evaluation of Irrigation System Efficiency
	     Bid is due on Friday, February 27, at 9:00 a.m.

(check the appropriate box below)
We	DO intend to submit a proposal or bid.


We	DO NOT intend to submit a proposal or bid for the following reasons:


													
													
									

		Please PRINT the following information: 

Name of Company:										
Street Address of Company:											
City, State & Zip Code:										
Name of Person to Contact:										
Company Phone Number:										
Company Fax Number:										
Cell Phone Number:										
E-mail Address:										

Company P.O. Box Number										
P.O. Box Zip Code:										

						
(Authorized Signature)
					
(Printed Name and Title)

			
(Date)

Fax, Mail or E-mail Completed Form to:	Karen Calegan Solano
						Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.
	1100 West 116th Avenue
	Westminster, CO 80234
	Phone:   303-254-3362
	Fax:	303-254-3046
	E-mail: karen.calegansolano@tristategt.org  
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